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This study investigated the relati()nship between 
global/specific and stable/unstable dim~nsions of attribu-
tions and the generallzation of helplessness across tasks 
and situations. Four groups of subjects were given in-struc-
tions suggesting that their perfor1nance on a Venn diagram 
task could be- attributed to (a) global or .specific and (b) 
staple o-r unstable factors. Then, during performance of 
this :tas·k, these subjects were given noncontingent correct-· 
ness feedback on the.i.r resppnse~h A. cont~ol group given 
the same task received no attribution instructions or 
feedback on their performance. Generalization Qt helpless-
ness was ass.essed by examining the magnitude of performance 
deficits· displayed on an anagram task presented as a sepa-
rate expe.rimep.t. Contrary to exp.ectations, no reliable 
differences in perfor1nance were found betw.een any of the 
t_ive groups. Factors which may have interfered with the 
manipl,llatioD,s ar.e discussed. Suggestions for future research 
are provided .• 






























































